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EAST Edition

ST. VITAL

This summer, while visiting my grand-

mother-in-law Rita Johnson — “petite 

mémère” to my wife’s family — with our 

children, I had the opportunity to explore the 

green space behind Saint Vital Knights Villa 

with my stepson. 

As you set forth from the community gar-

den to the rear of the building, next to some 

benches and tables where residents can visit 

outdoors with loved ones, you discover a 

deep and sprawling semi-natural environ-

ment which reaches into the Seine River. 

This area is still itself but a tributary of a 

larger and longer undeveloped space which 

stretches from St. Anne’s Road to Highway 59 

along the Manitoba Hydro corridor along the 

north side of Bishop Grandin Boulevard, and 

opposite the Bishop Grandin Greenway. 

A few observations struck me while 

exploring with my then six-year-old step-

son. First, that the area was mowed and 

maintained. A couple central groves of trees 

and another portion of bullrushes along the 

roadside can be found, but much of the rest 

of the area is low cut grassland. 

When I went home that day, I was in-

trigued by this space. It is one of the very few 

open and undeveloped spaces along the 

riverbank — or anywhere — in St. Vital that 

is not either a public park or a vacant parcel 

of land. 

Are these rare green spaces as green as 

they could be? Both the Saint Vital Knights 

deep yard and the Hydro corridor ground are 

regularly mowed and kept as unremarkable 

low grass. Is this the best use of this valuable 

land? 

It is of course understandable and neces-

sary that vegetation and trees not be allowed 

to grow in height to obstruct or interfere with 

the electrified transmission lines. Howev-

er, with such a vast tract of urban land left 

untouched by human structures and works, 

we have an opportunity for positive dual use 

of this space. Low vegetation, prairie grasses, 

and/or other types of non-manicured natu-

ralization could be a boon for the urban flora 

and fauna. 

There is already ample precedent for the 

adaptive shared use of this very same Hydro 

corridor and others in Winnipeg. Since 

the creation of the multi-use pathway, the 

“Friends of Bishop Grandin Greenway” have 

been the stewards of a beautiful natural 

active transportation route which provides 

habitat beneath the power lines west of St. 

Anne’s Road for many species of plant and 

animal. 

While east of St. Anne’s the path crosses 

to the south side of the highway, there 

nonetheless remains an opportunity 

for Manitoba Hydro to further the goal 

of environmental sustainability and 

reconciliation with a more imaginative 

naturalization — using Indigenous species 

— of its corridor by allowing the natural 

world to reclaim a foothold beneath the 

wires. 

  

Ryan Palmquist is a Glenwood resident 
and Louis Riel School Division trustee. 

Supplied photo

Ryan Palmquist’s children (Léon and Félix) 
and wife’s petite mémère (Rita Johnson) 
enjoy lunch in the green space behind Saint 
Vital Knights.

Making the most of green spaces

COMMUNITY
CORRESPONDENT

Ryan  
Palmquist

At the end of October, together with 

colleagues from the federal government 

including the Prime Minister, I took part in 

the XXVII Triennial Congress of Ukrainian 

Canadians held by the Ukrainian Canadian 

Congress right here in Winnipeg. The theme 

was “Stronger Together” – and Manitobans 

understand how important it is to work 

together to build a strong community. We 

continue to welcome Ukrainians fleeing an 

unjust war to our province, as we support 

the government of Ukraine in resisting the 

Russian invasion of their country. The new 

Ukraine Sovereignty Bonds, just announced 

by our government, will allow all Canadians 

to invest in supporting and rebuilding 

Ukraine.

We all know that our province is home to a 

dynamic and vibrant economy, full of skilled 

workers and world-leading entrepreneurs. 

And we are known for our transportation 

expertise, our rich agricultural history, a 

vibrant arts community, and as a hub of 

manufacturing for aerospace and life science 

products, just to name a few. 

Our government is committed to helping 

Manitobans grow the industries of tomor-

row. We’re here to help build an economy 

that is more sustainable and more prosper-

ous for generations to come. With the good 

work of my PrairiesCan colleagues, this 

month I announced that we are investing 

over $22.7 million in 16 projects across our 

province to contribute to innovation, growth, 

and to the recovery of Manitoba’s economy. 

These 16 projects will create good, 

high-paying jobs for Manitobans, boost 

revenues, and offer new opportunities to 

our young people. Every one of them brings 

exciting possibilities, from ComIT Corp’s ex-

pansion of digital skills programming across 

the prairies with support for underrepresent-

ed groups, to the University of Manitoba’s 

investment in technologies in value-added 

agriculture to further the development of 

the protein cluster and their establishment 

of a controlled facility for testing unmanned 

aerial vehicles. Red River College Polytech-

nic will see improvements to their Advanced 

Composites Development Centre. 

And as that great Manitoban leader Louis 

Riel showed, a strong Manitoba is integral 

to a strong Canada. Riel insisted on the 

equal rights of the Métis people and is now 

recognized as one of the fathers of Confed-

eration. In his honour, I participated in the 

raising of the Métis flag on Parliament Hill in 

Ottawa on Nov. 16. It was a day of commem-

oration as we marked the 137th anniversary 

of his execution in Regina, Sask., in 1885. 

In remembering our past, we build a better 

future together.

Building a better future, together
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